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not a hospital. Two hundred leagues of country were thus
given over to wandering bands of Cossacks ; and the result
was, that the sick when cured could not rejoin, and that, for
want of convoys to evacuate them, all those wounded at the
Moskwa had to be left for two months in the convent oi
Polotsk. They were still there when the retreat began $
nearly all were captured, and those who reckoned that they
had strength to follow the army died of fatigue and cold on
the high road. Lastly, the retreating troops had no assured
supply of food in districts which produce corn in abundance.

To the lack of small garrisons in our rear was also due
the fact that out of more than 100,000 prisoners taken by
the French in the course of the campaign, literally not one
ever left Russia; the reason being that no organisation existed
for passing them to the rear. Accordingly they all escaped
with ease and returned to the Russian army; thus repairing
in some degree its losses, while ours increased daily.

The lack of interpreters also did us more mischief than
might be supposed. How were we to obtain information,
when we could not exchange a single word with the inhabi-
tants? For instance, when General Partouneaux mistook his
road on the banks of the Beresina and marched into Wittgen-
stein's camp, he had with him a peasant from Borisoff, who,
knowing no French, tried to make him understand by expres-
sive signs whose camp it was; but for lack of an interpreter
he was not understood, and we lost 7,000 or 8,000 men. So
again, in October, under very similar circumstances, the 3rd
Lancers was taken by surprise through inability to under-
stand its guide's advice, and lost 200 men. All this time
the Emperor had in his army several corps of Polish cavalry,
most of whose officers and sergeants could speak very well;
but instead of placing some of these, as should have been
done, beside every general and colonel, they were left with
their regiments. I insist upon this point because, though
the French army is that in which there is the least knowledge
of foreign languages, and great inconvenience has often
resulted therefrom, this has never corrected us of the care-(
lessness with which we treat a matter so essential in war. !                               Z
